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Every stitch tells a story

Roberta Ventura

SEP Jordan (Jerash Gaza Camp, Jordan)
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Jerash Camp, Jordan — Est. 1968




Jerash Camp, Jordan — Est. 1968




SEP: the first private company established in Jerash Camp in 50 years
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Why a private company?

Branding
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Ab an Strand und Pool! Die schinsten Accessaires fur
den Urlaub
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fashion

amouflage that will get you noticed

You are wearing “heresa May shoes,”

r » " You don'l waid 1o be in Theresa’s shoes exclaimed mortified efties and Tories
T'heres only one Jlike. In contrast, another uests red
Vly eschewal of jacket removal was wambers, pictured, were a triumph:

label that could
convince me to

1ot the most egregic sartonal chic and £29.50 to boot, or rather, Lo
FTmybad this week. That came at 4 ; midi-heel (marksandspencer.com)

May wouia love rnem, which means
the rest of us would never be able to

TIeNa s DIrThAaay on Saturaay, 1or
vhich | dedidea unthinkingly to

weai thein again. Lel’s hope she’s not
reading this column. Its not as if she
hasn't zot anything else to do.
Instagram: @annagmurphy

Anna Murphy

1des of the poltical spectrum

. « 1 ~ ] veai my favousite leopaird-print
wear kh‘lkl' S ys E \ tats. The horror on the pait of
ny fellow guests came from all

o1 a colour-lover such as
e the news that Khaki
is having 4 moment has
I ] not been entirely
welcome. | am coming
round to the idea, but |
can't shake orf the reeling
that a material designed
as camnoutlage still functions as such.
Foigive me: | never want lo blend in.
Theres no danger of that n this
und-embrowgered rana shrt
prctured betow, irom SEP Jordan (£181
four-week delivery time, sepjordan com).
Designed by the Amman-based
designer Rasha Odeh. it’s lovely
enuugh to do all the talking, sut,
should vou be up for reading between
the lines, there are other reasons
to buy it
SEP lordans pieces are produced by
alestinian women in the Jerasn
refugee camnp in Jordan, otherwise
known as the Gaza camp. SEP stands
for “socal enterprise project, but
the brands Itahan tounder, Roberta
Jentura, is Keen 1o pomt out that rhis
artty. That s
what the women toid us they wanted

IS @ busIness, not a

the former investinent banker says
When we first inet them we were
greeted with a lot of scepticism, They
had done work tor NGOs producing
o-Called ‘]\'Ill?l:..;&' ]‘,ZH(IU\'I\' and the
pieces never soid so tney never got
paid. [ wanied them (o produce things
that woinen like e would buy and

wear. They soon discoveied we were
difterent. That the things we made
would sell and that we would pay
them quickiy

aiestinian girls are taught ©
embroider by therr mothers and
wrandmothers, and the

traditional he
dresses ave worn on high days
and holidays. "We are preserving
their neritage, hut we don't
label it in that way,” Venwra

vily ornamented

says. ‘One of them wld me
W
aie oi wheie we aie
zoing, but we can forget
W probiems and just
oncentrate on
reating something
beautiful”

dou't kKnow who we

The women
eceive 18 per cent
of the price of a
garment they have
maae, and SEP Joraan
mvests a poraon of the
profits nto improving life
in the camp, offering
unong other things,
lasses in English and
oding, and providing
equcation and support
for women llf‘“"l‘!g AN
domestic viclence.
Also both Khaki aid
covetable are SEP

Tordans extravaganily bioonsirewn
Tulip shiri. which @aunches today, and
the Flame jacket, a hooded parka “vith
semi-abstract embroidered edgimg
160 and £225 respectively, with a
me-month delivery nme).

-
The LBD — it’s the new LBD

To the Royal Academy [or last week’s
summer Exhibrtion :Lll"\. ]l\‘vv‘,\\. me
of the seasons nottest — and highest
GTess-Coue pressure nckets, What
conciusions were (o be arawn about
how the great and the goud, the
female puition at least, dress to
impress these days? On the one hand
that anything goes, 1s long as it's

not biack. The L.3i) was nownere o
ne seen ﬂllVln\; heen \'\Ipt’r\'l’("’(l W
tands jor uttle

the FD {in which

o1 long and F stands for loral) and
the  hang ona minute — LBD,
in which B stands not tor black but
bright, as in yellow, red, your hot hue
» choice.

#hat eise? it’s very mucn a case
of arms maketh the woman these
days. Sleeveless aind shoit-sleeved
dresses — always Jdresses — were
the name of the zame. The big
wardrobe tail was 1o not hand vour
jacket mn at the coat check and make
mamfest your gioriousiy toned triceps
Full discloswre: that was me. But
vuly because | couldn’t get cuvush

of iy Topshop black crop

acket with Trall detal
(£45, lopshop.com).
[t was not — for
mee - because

ny upper-ann

ip to snuff
Thaiks to the
new Doox
oy e niness
rainer-cum-
yoga leacher
Shuna Verue
she finesses
the downward
dogs of some
hioke cafiea

can give
good upper
1 with the

best of them (The

ertue viethod:
A Stronger,
“itter, Heaithier
You — m 28 Days
15.99, Yellow Kite).
fertue’ beyond-pert
JULLOCKS are a

hing ot wonder,

but thankruily wisnt
vera prl’l’(’('lll\'“(‘ 1o
shuwcase stmilar at
paities — or aot

at the vnes | 4o to.

nusculature wasit

david Secknam
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Eid gift or Middle East travel memento, these
souvenirs change lives
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Sap Jordan embroldery products empower destitute womaen In rural areas

The oo b behined SHEIF Jondinobs i “There s nae sey s lady thmilkd spead membs o embosder e man
11111 ng parorne. s il lve o s denieree ir o iersivvedy ereng” . This b vhe phidsopbey of s fmsders, ard $ET'
Jorgan s thes Lk horweon thoss cresrive wramas andl the wiwid. LB brard harramies e beby's comones-ald
cmbrrsdony sochnlpses ard peos than @ modan rwie. TS swndhing prodecta 5w dher sodd onbine.
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Challenges

Impact

Legal |
Framework == P | Assessment

JORDAN



A new paradigm: shopping with a direct social impact

Every Stitch Tells a Story




SEP Jordan Priorities in Year 4 of Operations

Drive revenue growth and increase number of

artists from 400 to 1,000+

N

Engage in collaborations on product

development, logistics, distribution

QL

Reach profitability and continue social impact

investment in the community

J ORDAN



SEP Jordan Social Enterprise Sector WISH LIST

1

International Legal and regulatory framework
for Social Enterprises: impact assessment,
guidelines, fiscal regime, access to markets,

e t C

Institutionalization of relationship between
SocEnt and Private Sector CSR and Strategy
departments, Foundations, ngo’s, Int’l

a g e n C i e S

International standards for labour, financial,

supply chain, etc. policies




Have a great trip!

> SECOND EDITION <
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